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Introduction

This book presents research and analysis on the military chaplaincy in early
cighteenth-century Prussia as a means of exploring several central issues in
early modern European history.! In general, the chaplaincy serves as an ideally
situated case study in the histories of early modern disciplining, bureaucratiza-
tion, factionalism, and patronage. In particular, the chaplaincy functions as the
single most significant intersection of Halle Pietism and the Prussian state.

The roots of the chaplaincy in Prussia can be traced to the middle of the seven-
teenth century. Chaplains were appointed by regimental or garrison command-
ers as members of their personal staffs. Appointees were examined and ordained
by the civilian church. This pre-modern system was open to abuse, as evidenced
by the repeated edicts attempting to regulate the preachings and behavior of
chaplains.

All this changed under the rule of Friedrich Wilhelm I (1713-1740), who
regularly attended the church services performed by Lutheran army chaplains
alongside his troops rather than the services performed by his own Calvinist
court chaplains. The pious »Soldier King« auditioned and selected chaplains
himself. It was under Friedrich Wilhelm’s reign that the chaplaincy was trans-
formed from a disorganized, unofficial apparatus into a bureaucratized, central-
ized, and hierarchical state organ.

The institutionalization of the chaplaincy resulted from the cooperation of
the Halle Pietists and Friedrich Wilhelm. Friedrich Wilhelm showed an open
affinity for Halle Pietism, and it was under his reign and with his support that
August Hermann Francke’s movement came to control the Prussian Lutheran
church. In 1717 Friedrich Wilhelm appointed Lampertus Gedicke as the first
Feldpropst (»Field Vicar«). Gedicke was made responsible for the examination,
ordination, and supervision of all military chaplains in Prussia. Gedicke was a
solid Pietist, and with his appointment Halle Pietists came to control the nascent
military church. Francke’s allies used this power base and the access to the King
that it afforded them to check their various opponents, to further expand their
own influence in Prussia, and even to sabotage Friedrich Wilhelm’s own reli-
gious policies.

The chaplaincy serves as an intersection of many different issues in early
modern historiography, and therefore this research project is a synthesis of
rather diverse areas of study. I use the chaplaincy and the rich body of primary

"1 owe special thanks to Dan Ryan, Tami Sarfatti, Teresa Barnett, Britta McEwen, Kelly

Maynard, and Claudia Verhoeven and the other members of David Sabean’s reading group
for their comments and criticisms of earlier versions of this introduction.




